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Personalized fortune cookies, jewelry bargains and
mah-jong sets top the list in the International District
By Kathy Schultz Photography by Mike Hipple
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(1) Kinokuniya Bookstore, 525 S Weller St., car-
ries great Asian cookbooks, pens and paper. (2)
The Tsue Chong Company, Boo 5 Weller 5t.,
makes personalized fortune cookies. (3, 4) The
Kong Sun Company, 676 5 King 5t., is great for
stocking stuffers. (5, 6) Tom Dang, manager of
International Model Toys, 601 5 King 5t., with the
collection of figurines and robots. (7, B, 9] A
neighborhood pagoda, the districts mainstay,
Higo Variety Store, 602/608 S Jackson 5t. and an
ID streetscape, (10) Ten Ren Tea Company, 506 5
King St., carries dozens of teas, (11) Uwajimaya
Asian Grocery and Gift Market, 6oo Fifth Ave. 5, is
a gold mine for Hello Kitty products and Japanese
tableware. (12) Gold sells for 40 lo 6o percent off
retall prices at Ngoc Tri's Jewelry, 206 12 Ave. 5 B
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or most Seattleites, the International District (ID) is synony-

mous with Asian food in all of its simple and exotic forms, but

those who haven't strolled the lantern-lined streets lately will
discover there’s ample opportunity to shop for more than dinner.
Within boundaries that run east along 12th Avenue S, west along
Fourth Avenue S, north along Yesler Way and south along S Dearborn
Street lies a shopping experience that's unlike any other in Seattle.

Gold diggers should start on the eastern end at Little Saigon,

where mom-and-pop shops sell jewelry for 40 to 60 percent off

retail prices. How? According to Mary Tran, owner of Ngoc Tri's

Jewelry, overhead is low because shops are family owned and

décor is far from the glitzy digs of mall jew-
elers. Stores deal predominantly in 14- or-
|8K gold in traditional designs, but Tran
carries more contemporary pieces in plat-
inum and white gold. This is the place it
yvour Vietnamese is less than stellar—Tran,
who learned the trade from her father, is
fluent in both Vietnamese and English.

Closer to the heart of the 1D is the fam-
ily-owned Le Ha Ma Jewelry Inc. Prices at
this 19-year-old store are not as significant-
ly slashed, but the selection is large and EEEGTPEEMGUUEIEE
includes diamond jewelry (the bracelets are
especially beautiful), pieces made with
Tahitian gold and black pearls, 24K gold and
Burmese jade in rare colors.

Across the street is Higo Variety Store.
This month may be your last chance to
experience a piece of Seattle history. Owner
Masako Murakami is the sole survivor of her
family and proprietor of the store her father
opened in 1932 in what was once called
Japantown. It's been open ever since, selling
imported Japanese goods and necessities
except for three years during World War II,
when the family was interned. Now in her
80s, Murakami may soon close the shop.

A few blocks down is the expanded
Uwajimaya Asian Grocery and Gift Mar-
ket. Bypass the soyu and tofu for the gift
section and aisles of

peruse dishes,
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ber 24 and benefit the Forgotten Children's Fund:

PLACES TO GO, THINGS TO DO

If shopping isn't your cup of oolong tea, here's a list of
other things to do and see in the ID.

Wing Luke Asian Museum, 407 Seventh Ave. S;
206.623.5124. A must-see to learn about the neigh-
borhood's history and the cultural background of eth-
nic groups that live there.

Theater Off Jackson,
206.340.1049. The Northwest Asian American Theater

Kobe Terrace Park and the Danny Woo Interna-
tional District Community Garden, 221 Sixth Ave. 5;
206.684.4075. The hillside community garden has a
panoramic view of Beacon Hill. Displayed in the small
park above the terraced garden is a Japanese lantern,
a gift from Seattle’s sister city, Kobe, Japan.

Hing Hay Park, 411 Maynard Ave. 5; 206.382.1197.
Older residents of the neighborhood gather here for
conversation around the Chinese pavilion, a gift from
Tapei, Taiwan. This is also the site of the district's
Summer Festival (seattlechinatown.org).

Lunar New Year Celebration, February 16, 2002,
401 S Jackson St.; 206.382.1197. This year's lively fes-
tival will celebrate the Year of the Horse with dance,
music, art and food (seattlechinatown.org).

Chinatown Discovery, 425.885.3085. Hoof it your-
self or book a walking tour that can include lunch or
dinner, a tour of the many historical buildings and
insight into the district.

teapots, sake sets, lacquered trays, origami kits and mah-jong
sets. An entire corner is devoted to Hello Kitty—the sweet-faced
mouthless feline appears on everything from bracelets to back-
packs in pinks, purples and cherry red. For cooks, there's the
Kitchen Helper Sushi Mold for making tightly pressed Spam
sushi, woks of every size and a high-tech Neuro Fuzzy rice cook-
er by Zojirushi for $210.

Next door, the Kinokuniya Bookstore is filled with thousands
of Asian- and English-language books and magazines. Demystify
Uwajimaya's produce department with Beyvond Bok Choy: A
Cook's Guide to Astan Vegetables, by Rosa Lo San Ross (Artisan,
1996). The store also stocks an
amazing array of Japa-
nese pens in every cool color, sta-
tionery and teeny tiny Sanrio stick-
ers. Wrap it all up in rice paper print-
ed with fans
$5.25 a sheet.

Eileen of China occupies Uwaji-
maya's old digs. Protected by two-ton

and rickshaws for

white marble Fu lions on either side of
the entrance, this 30-year-old business
specializes in Chinese furniture and art
from the turn of the century, It's more
museum than store, and the knowl-
edgeable sales staff act as docents. Ask
assistant manager Evelyn Tse about the
history ot porcelain vases or the enor-
mous $20,000 carved wood screens
“tit tor the Imperial Palace.” On a
smaller scale, handmade silk pillow
covers are $12 and metal boxes with
antique porcelain lids are around $10.
Other worthy shopping stops
include Ten Ren Tea Company, which
IGTERTSTEDT I T Carrics dozens of varieties of jasmine,
ginger and green tea; Kong Sun Com-
pany, with affordable stocking stutfers
such as miniature jade-like figurines
and sandalwood soaps for 20 cents;
and family-owned Sun May Compa-
ny, featuring a mixture of antiquities
and gifts such as old and new tin toys
and century-old opium boxes. Cus-
tormize your fortune cookies with per-
sonalized prophecies at Tsue Chong
Company. They'll stutt their crispy-
fresh cookies with prewritten for-
tunes for $5.50 a pound. The shelves
of International Model Toys are full of
unassembled robots and risqué mod-
els that look like Barbie gone bad,
ranging in price from $6 to $300.
With all of these shopping choices,
you'll be able to come away with
more than a full belly on your next

trip to the I1D. B

icific Place in downtown Sealtle (206.405-265. _ga-;ﬁurf::dhi_l:mféﬁuted;

i i

DECEMBER 2001 sealttle 31






